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1. CC - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY'- PRAVDA HAS CARRIED A RARE FEATURE ARTJCLC 
ABOUT THE IMPROVING SITUATION WITHIN AFGHANISTAN WHICH. 
NEVERTHELESS, DOES NOT DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY IN TONE OR 
CONTENT FROM SIMILAR ARTICLES WHICH PERIODlCAuLr APPEAR 
ELSEWHERE IN THE SOVIET PRESS. PRAVDA MAKES IT CLEAR 
THAT THERE STILL IS A THREAT TO THE REVOLUTION FROM 
EXTERNALLY SUPPORTED "BANDIT" GROUPINGS, BUT THAT 
-PEOPLES' AUTHORITY" IS GROWING AND IN THE END THE DRA 
WILL TRIUMPH. THANKS IN PART TO CONTINUEO SOVIET SUPPORT. 
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3. PRAVDA'S AFGHANISTAN CORRESPONDENT, V 
JUNE 30 ARTICLE, "IN AN UNEASY (RESTLESS) 
PAINTS A NIXED. BUT POSITIVE, PICTURE OF 
MENTS IN AND AROUND JALALABAD. THE ITEM 
RESISTANCE IS STRONG IN THE REGION CSEVE 
BANOITS- ARE ORGANIZEO INTO 120 DIFFERENT 
THE USUAL CHARGES ABOUT THEIR BEING TRAIN 
ANO OTHERS AT BASES IN PAKISTAN. THE ART 
THAT THE -OUSHMAN- CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT 
THAT THANKS TO THE SUCCESS OF THE AFGHAN 
ARMY, THE COUNTERREVOLUTION HAS HAO TO HE 
TERRORIST TACTICS. STILL, ACCOROING TO A 
COMMANDER, THE SITUATION IN THE SECTOR -C 
SERIOUS," LARGELY BECAUSE OF THE EASE WIT 
REBEL BANDS CAN CROSS INTO AFGHANISTAN FR 
PAKISTAN. 
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G TRENDS IN DEVELOPMENTS IN AND AROUNO JAL- 
IS AN OPTIMIST. HE ASSERTS THAT THE 
RITY- IS GROWING. THE POPULATION IS INCREAS- 
IN THE DRA AND IS BECOMING ALIENATED FROM 
LOCAL VILLAGERS HAVE TAKEN TO FORMING THEIR 
TS. AS A RESULT, ALL BUT THE MOST REMOTE 
E COME UNDER GOVERNMENTAL CONTROL. THE 
UCTURE IS ALSO IMPROVING. LAST YEAR, 

IN THE JALALABAD AREA, THE DPA WELCOMED 
ULL AND CANDIOATE MEMBERS INTO ITS RANKS. 
ALSO MOVING FORWARD AND THE AGRICULTURAL 
PROVING. "GRATIFYINGLY, " PEASANTS ARE TAKING 
OLE IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS BY FORMING 
ES AND THE LIKE. IN ADDITION, THE 
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RESISTANCE IS BECOMING DEMORALIZED, A POINT BAIKOV ATTEMPTS 
TO MAKE BY RECOUNTING AN INTERVIEW WITH A CAPTURED REBEL 
WHO IS TRWNG TO SAVE HIMSELF FROM EXECUTION BY COOPERATING 
WITH THE AUTHORITIES. 

5. THE ITEM CLOSES BY NOTING THAT STILL GREATER EFFORTS 
WILL BE NEEDEO TO STRENGTHEN THE GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY, 
BUT, IN THE WORDS OF AN AFGHAN INTERLOCUTOR, "THE AFGHAN 
PEOPLE FEE± THE SUPPORT OF THEIR TRUE FRIEND, THE SOVIET 
UNION. " 
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COMMENT: A FEATURE ARTICLE OF THIS TYPE IS RELATIVELY 
RARE ON PRAVDA'S PAGES, BUT FAIRLY ROUTINE IN KRASNAYA 
ZVEZOA, KONSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, OGONEK AND THE LIKE. HOST 
OF THE THEHES IN THE ART I CLE -- LOCAL SELF DEFENSE UN-ITS, 
OEHORALIZEO REBEL CAPTIVES, IHPROYlNG EFFICIENCY OF THE 
ORA ARMY <KZ CARRIEO SUCH AN ARTICLE THE SAME DAY)-- ARE 
STANDARD FARE FOR READERS OF SOVIET PROPAGANDA ON AFGHANIS- 
TAN. HENCE, THE ITEM'S MAIN SIGNIFICANCE HAY BE ITS 
APPEARANCE' ON THE HEELS OF THE JUST - CONCL UDEO ROUND OF 
GENEVA TALKS. IF fO. THE MESSAGE SEEHS TO BE THAT WHILE 
THE SITUATION CONTINUES TO BE UNSTABLE BECAUSE OF OUTSIDE 
INTERFERENCE, THE ORA'S CONTROL OVER THE PROVINCES IS 
EXPANDING AND THE PARTY IS GAIING HOLO. THE 80TTQM LINE 
CONTINUES TO BE THAT, DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES, THE AFGHAN 
REVOLUTION WILL BE VICTORIOUS AND THE AFGHAN PEOPLE CAN 
COUNT ON MOSCOW'S CONTINUED BACKING. 

KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 
HARTMAN 



CONF IOENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



